“Saints: Not Super Persons”
Date: Nov. 6, 2011 Occasion: All Saints Day
Place: Lakewood UMC Theme: sainthood, sanctificatbaptism
Text: 1 John 3:1-3

Have you heard the joke about the Sunday Schoohéeavho asked her
class if they wanted to go to Heaven? Well, lettaikit to you. One Sunday the
teacher smiled and said to her young students, rigliit class, all those who want
to go to heaven, raise your hands.”

Everybody in the class put their hands up in threeacept for one boy.
“Bobby, don’t you want to go to heaven?” askedttdacher.

“Well sure,” said Bobby. “But | can't. My Mom wantse to come straight
home after Sunday School.”

Today is All Saints Day. And many of us approach@dints Day much like
little Bobby - with a certain degree of cautiondamisunderstanding. The teacher
didn’t mean that her class was going to Heavert tlggn and there. The boy mis-
understood. Honestly, some of us have some misstathelings about sainthood,
too.

While it is true that there have been certain Qlans who have lived
exceptional lives of virtue, and we do well to logf to them, there is also a New
Testament concept which says that all believingsihns are saints.

In many of his letters to the early churches, Raolld often refer to the
Christians living in those cities as saints. Foaraple, look at the greeting to his
letters to Rome, to Corinth, to Thessolonica, tthhdégus. Not all of the Christians
living in those cities were such super-persons aften associate with the word
saint.

Rather, what Paul meant when he used the word sadtthe way in which |
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am using it this morning is this - the saints drest people who belong to God.
Those people who have dedicated their lives toirsgrihe Lord Jesus Christ. It
refers to anyone who has been baptized. In baptisracknowledge that we have
died to sin, and we have been born anew in JesasgiV¢ our lives to following
and serving Him.

Now, you and | both know that not everyone who Ieesn baptized is living
a virtuous life. Not everyone who gets baptizedesakeriously the call to live like
Jesus.

In fact, you might be one of those persons who shhbe word saint. Who wants to
be a saint? It sounds like a boring life where geuer get to have any fun.

For many people it does have a negative connotatibbeing holier than
thou, of somehow not being like everyone else. likd to challenge us this
morning, to think a bit more seriously about whaheans to be set apart by grace,
for a life of following Jesus. And I'd like to uses my outline the three verses | just
read from First John.

So if you would, open your Bibles to the New Testam(p. 1900). Let’s
find the book of 1 John, chapter 3. “How greatis love the Father has lavished on
us, that we should be called children of God! Amat is what we are!”

Listen to me, people of God. The beginning of $eanotd starts with God.
Not us, but with God. Saints are those people wlawehdiscovered the
life-changing message of God'’s love. God first bwes!

A man was once asked when he was saved. And heesstwithout
blinking an eye. “| was saved 2,000 years ago.”&sko explain himself he said,
“When Jesus died on the cross 2,000 years agoiedefar me and for my sins.

That's when | was saved. But it took me until | wasmy mid-twenties before |
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discovered it. But God loved me before | even hélaedyood news.”

In a way, saints are simply those people who hac their eyes opened.
They are the ones who have been awakened from @ gleep, and when they
awoke discovered that there is a God, a God wheslas, and who calls us into a
special relationship with Him.

God had tried many, many different ways to showweld His love. But
the world simply did not recognize God’s love. Asml God decided to become like
us. Born into the world as a human baby, growingrup family, working as a
carpenter, living among us, as one of us, God stawelivine love through Jesus.

But the world knew him not. At least not everyoS8eme people recognized
that God was truly living among his people, in flesh. But not everyone could
see. However, for those who could see, those wbogrezed the divine in their
midst, their lives were changed forever. They &férything to follow Him. They
were different for having recognized that Love Weisig among them.

My friends, as we live into the Zlcentury, we are living in an age when
many people do not recognize God at all. To be s@dm in this time in which we
live means that we will be different from thoseward us. Simply to say that you
believe in God, and that you put your whole lifeGod’s care is to make a radical
statement.

A radical statement that many people cannot uraedstTo be a saint, you
do not have to be a super-person. You merely labelteve in God, and in God’s
beloved Son, Jesus, the anointed One. Trust mest Tne, we who believe are
becoming a minority.

Saints are not perfect people who have no fauétmitSare imperfect people

who have discovered that they are loved by a pe@Ged, who loves them in spite
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of their imperfection. Believe it or not, you andde are the saints.

Open your Bibles again to verse 2: “Dear friendsywe aare children of
God, and what we will be has not yet been made kn&ut we know that when he
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall seedsme is.”

Saints are God’s children, right now! We do notén&ty be perfect in order to
be God's children. God loves us and accepts uscahsl us His own, right now.
Not when we get it all together. Not when we hawxeig up all of our bad habits.
Not when we become some kind of super person. ight now, even with all of
our faults - God loves us and calls us His saints.

OK, Pastor Bob, | can accept that. But what abbat line in verse 2 that
say, “When he appears we shall be like him?” | daiways feel very godly. And
my actions are not always in line with the way bkwnGod wants me to live. |
know that | still sin, and Jesus never sinned.ll agpear like Him? What does that
mean?

Let's read on in verse three for a clue. “Everyar® has this hope in him,
purifies himself, just as he is pure.” Now we begfirsee where Paul is going with
this argument. We’re not super person who neveremmistakes, who never sin,
But we are the ones who are committed to followdegus, and allowing the Holy
Spirit to work in our lives to change us. We arempo being transformed.

John Wesley used the term sanctification. We at@aidect now, but we are
going on to perfection, allowing God to make sugjges as we move through life,
as to how we can become more gracious, more lommage just, more giving. We
begin to notice how our actions hurt others, anana&e changes.

The saints are not super persons who never sim ag#neir lives. But they

are those who give their life to Jesus, asking @ottansform them, so that they

Paged



can help to make the world a better place. We becdisciples of Jesus for the
transformation of the world. But before we go tfansing out there, we allow
God to transform what’s in here - in our hearts.

To be a saint is merely to be a child of God, whows the love of God, and
who tries to put that love into practice in themilg lives. As a mother, as a
business person, as a lawyer, a teacher, as anstaeook or a car mechanic.
Receiving the love of Jesus Christ, and puttingtd practice. That is a saintly life.
Amen?

Pastoral Prayer - All Saints Day 2011

O God, great beyond our imagining, wise beyond auoderstanding,

powerful
beyond our measuring, and loving beyond our desgrv#raise be to You. All
around us Creation speaks to us or your lovingamadtive power. Over and over
again we see your healing, redemptive power at wamdging health to the sick,
new possibilities to the hopeless, and forgivenesghose who have sinned.
Almighty God, praise and glory and majesty to yBeceive the praise of your
people.

Out of your manifold grace, minister to each ofacgording to our need.
Comfort the grieving in the sorrow. Deliver the ed from their trials. Refresh
the weary in their labors. Encourage the generoubeir giving. Celebrate with
those who rejoice and give thanks. Save the lash ftheir sinning. And be with
each of us in all things, o God. You are the On® whides us and sustains us.
Praise be to you.

This All Saints Day, o God, we remember those whawenclose to us who
have died. Comfort us in our grief. Bless the menadrour loved ones, as we give
you thanks for everything in their lives that alledvus to see your love and grace
more clearly. We thank you for their faith, we tkagou for the hope of
resurrection, and most of all for your love shovimmotigh your Son, Jesus the
Christ.

We thank you God for our church, for our churchifgnand for our mission

Pageb



and ministry to Jesus. We ask o Lord your blessipgn our efforts to share the
love of Jesus, in our homes, in our community, um oountry and around the
world. We pray for churches everywhere who arevisigi to live the Gospel. We
pray for missionaries who take the love of Jests tine dark corners of the world.
We pray for Christians who are being persecutatlited and killed for their faith.
Lord, on this All Saints Day, we remember our besthand sisters in Christ around
the world. Bless them.

Heavenly Father, we pray for those who are sichictefd or convalescing.
We ask an extra portion of your grace and lovenGifaem courage to endure, and
given them a never failing well-spring of hope. @akway their anxious thoughts
and replaces those thoughts with trust and concéelém you. In you alone, o God,
we make our home and find our lives renewed.

In the knowledge that you hear us and answer usieyogce, loving God.

And all of these things we pray in the name of y&8an, our Lord and Savior,
Jesus, who taught us to say these words when we“@ar Father.....”
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