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There are stories in the Bible of people who msudeand then changed

their ways. Such is the story of the woman at tle#l. WVhen they first meet, at
Jacob’s well, the woman is shocked that Jesus wexad speak to her. “You are a
Jew and | am a Samaritan woman,” she says. “Howearask me for a drink?”

There was such bitter prejudice between the Jewiseofiorth country living
in Samaria and the Jews of the southern countrg,wdrshiped in Jerusalem. Jews
hated Samaritans. They thought they were half-lsreledving married foreigners
who weren’'t Jewish. They worshiped in the wrongcelaThey were racially
inferior. They would not even talk to a SamaritBaot Jesus did.

Not only were there rules about Jews and Samariahdalking to each
other, there were also rules about men and womewecsing. If she wasn’t your
wife, men, you weren’'t supposed to talk to anothwman in public. It was
scandalous. But Jesus did. It was not that he edjliggrantly breaking the rules.

But rather his love compelled him to talk to theople who needed Him.
Jesus didn't let the usual social barriers gehenway of talking to the people who
needed God’'s love. How quick we are, today, toyagg people, and decide
whether or not we're going to talk to them.

Its anus against them mentality. If they’re not in our group, then wendo
want to associate with them. You know how it gdd#ack and white, Anglo and
Latino, gay and straight, rich and poor. We putgbeanto groups and then decide

if we can be their friends or not. Not so with Jedde loved all people, and calls us
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to do the same.

The second amazing thing about this story is wieatis knew about her.
Having never met her, revealing His divine wisdalasus told her to go get her
husband, knowing full well that they weren’t madieAnd also knowing that this
wasn't her first man, but she had been marriedtfimes before.

She was a spoiled woman, her reputation taintedt’§ why she came to the
well at noon. All of the town’s women would havene® at early dawn in the cool
of the day. But she comes at noon - to avoid teevds. She can’t stand the way
they look at her, the way they talk about her. #kes her feel dirty and full of
shame.

But Jesus treats her with respect, and he knovedbalit her. He knows about
her failed marriages. He knows about this new félla probably knows about the
ones in between, too. But he treats her with dygriiir, | can see that you are a
prophet.”

He was a prophet all right, but he was differem@ntlany other prophet she
would ever encounter. He was breaking all of théucal taboos. He was reaching
out to a woman, to a Samaritan woman, to a Samavaman who had been
married five times and who was now living with aimaho was not her husband.
And he offers her grace.

That’ what this story tells us about Jesus. He caaméhose whose lives are
filled with shame. He came for all of us, for yondafor me. Jesus came for the
ones who are addicted to alcohol or pornographycafee for the one who abuses
children and for the murderer.

He also came for the one who never feels good dnalbgut herself, or

himself, always feeling they are wrong at the aafrevho they are. He came for the
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damaged ones, the unlovable ones. The selfish aneésthe troublemakers. He
came for the good ones, too, who are always dogliiemselves.

That's the gospel, friends. That's the good newsd'&grace is available to

all.
To the immoral and the amoral, to the Arab andJéw, to the native and the illegal
immigrant, to the gay and straight, to the blact arown and yellow and white. He
came to set us all free, free from the things tivad us and keep us from living the
abundant life. Jesus came to us, knowing our stting one we don’t want anyone
else to know about - and he wants to bring us peace

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, flowing from ¢thoss of Calvary, is the
Living Water that will guench our spiritual thirdtdon’t know what gets you tied
up in knots inside, but | know the one who undd kret and give you peace. His
name is Jesus. Drink from the well of His grace badsatisfied. His love and His
mercy are from everlasting to everlasting. It iwell that will never go dry. Taste
and see.

But the story does not end here, with Jesus offdner love and acceptance.
This is a story of a changed life. You may rememibew the story ends. His
disciples return from town, and they’re surprisegé¢e Jesus talking with a woman.
But no one questions, why?

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman goes batkddown and says to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me everythingel elid. Could this be the
Christ?” The Gospel of John tells us, that the pe@b the town come out to see
Jesus.

John concludes this story of the Samaritan womlam this: Many of the

Samaritans from that town believed in Him becauskeo testimony, “he told me
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everything | ever did.” The Samaritans came to desud urged him to stay with
them. He did. He stayed two days. And becausesfvords, many more become
believers.

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe justause of what you
said. Now we have heard for ourselves and we krwt this man really is the
Savior of the world.” Wow! What a witness. A Sartam woman with a
guestionable lifestyle becomes a recipient of Ggdéce. And now she is a vehicle
of grace to guide others to the Master.

Some time ago, a Mercedes-Benz TV commercial shawedof their cars
colliding with a concrete wall during a safety teSomeone then asks a Mercedes
engineer why their company does not enforce theenpabn their car’s
energy-absorbing car-body. You see, the Mercedsgymenas been copied by
almost every other car maker in the world, in sptehe fact that they have an
exclusive patent.

The engineer replies in a clipped German accengcéBse in life, some
things are just too important not to share.”

What a great statement! Some things are just t@oitant not to share. As
Christians we believe that the good news of Gooke lin Jesus Christ is one of
those things that is just too important not to sh&lo! That is an understatement.

We believe that Jesus Christ MUST be shared - with friends, our
neighbors, the world. The work of sharing the nesfsJesus Christ we call
evangelism. It's not something that we ask a comeaito do for us. It's something
that each and every Christian is called to do. fiares what God has done in our
lives, and bring others to the place where they egmerience God’'s grace for

themselves. Another story.
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One day, a lady criticized Dwight L. Moody, the fams evangelist, for his
methods in winning souls to the Lord. Moody’s rasgmwas fantastic. He said, “I
agree with you. | don't like the way | do it eith@rell me, how do you do it?” The
lady replied, “I don’t do that.” Moody shot back\ell then, | like my way of
doing it better than your way of not doing it.”

My dear friends, | pray: 1. That you will not leicsal barriers keep you from
talking to people who need God’s love. 2. | pragttyou yourself have experienced
this life-changing grace of Jesus Christ. 3. | giet you will share your faith, like
the woman at the well, so that others can tast&itheg Water as well. The Living

Water of eternal life. Amen? Amen!
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