“His Glory Revealed”
Date: March 6, 2011 Place: Lakewood UMC
Text: Matthew 17:1-9 Theme: glory; Lordship dir(st
Occasion: Transfiguration Sunday

The story of the transfiguration of Christ is thblical equivalent of Friday
night at your local movie theater. It is a previefwvhat is to come - a preview of
what it would be for Christ in the resurrectionsu® face shines like the sun,
Matthew tells us. And his clothes become dazzligtev Jesus is glorified right
before the very eyes of Peter, James and John asrhmunes with Moses and
Elijah.

Previews, unfortunately, don’t last long by theary nature. If they did, they
wouldn’t be called previews. They would be full-¢gh movies. But then again, this
is one of the Bible’'s true mountain-top experiencésnd as we all know,
mountaintop experiences don'’t last very long.

Every once in a while, a moment comes along thatwsé we could freeze
for all eternity. It's the kind of experience thraches down into the marrow of our
bones, and touches us with a special feeling. \Wah wiwould last forever, but it
doesn't.

At the time of the Transfiguration, Peter finallyoke the awkward silence.
But the Gospel writers tell us that he fumbled vhik words, not really knowing
what to say. | suspect that most preachers sl & bit that way, when we
approach this passage of scripture. Most of ustfextl when we finally have our
say, our words will be as inadequate as were RBetut still we try.

There are many different things that we can leawmf this unique
experience on the mountain. But this morning | amaént to focus on one thing. Up

there on the mountain top, God revealed the glbryis son, Jesus our Lord, the

Pagel



anointed One. There, on the mountain, in the pEsef the inner circle of
disciples, Jesus removed the cloak of his humaartgt,the glory of his divinity was
revealed.

| think the most important message of the transégan, is the revelation
from heaven that Jesus is the Son of God. God'sepee is symbolized by light.
And there on the mountaintop, Jesus is bathedght Bo bright that the disciples
couldn’t look at Him.

Today we have a lot of pretenders, people who wautto think that they
are somebody special. For example, as | flick thhostations on my television, |
sometimes stumble upon these wrestling shows. Tteesa | mean the wrestlers,
come out onto the stage in a show of light and svand great drama. And that's
what it is, let’s be honest - it's great drama. Bstphony as it is, you get the sense
that you are beholding greatness. What pretenders!

Now, imagine Jesus taking off his robe of being aorand nothing but God
Is seen. His majesty is revealed for a few to $b&ey had to turn away, it was so
bright. Glory and majesty and power and honor toking, Jesus.

Moses and Elijah are there. Moses representingLtve and Elijah the
prophets. They give their approval to Jesus, inahligao the disciples that Jesus is
the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. Jemushe new Moses, who will
deliver God’s people from the bondage of sin. Jasushe new Elijah, who
demands a more radical obedience to God than thglg@pbad been challenged to
do before. He Himself shows the Way, by his pelyembedient life.

A cloud descends upon them. And anyone who isl &mailiar with the Old
Testament knows that clouds were also a sign ofsGme@sence. From out of the

cloud that descended upon them, a supernatura daclares, “This is my Beloved
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Son. Listen to Him.”

This was no ordinary event in the lives of Petamds and John. There were
clouds and supernatural voices. People appearang fhe dead. Bright lights that
made your eyes hurt. You know, this has all the inggk of a great Steven
Spielberg movie. If | could give this movie a tjtlé would call it, “Close
Encounters of the Holy Kind.”

The transfiguration is a divine manifestation, bitiehh God revealed that
Jesus was unique, holy and divine. He was and HBeisSon of God. Amen?
Amen! He is the Incarnation of God. It was a mitaag event, accompanied by all
of the signs and wonders that declare - JesustCGhaBy is the Son of God. Listen
to Him.”

Jesus was not merely a nice man, who told niceestand taught people to
like each other. This was God, in the flesh, comeadrth for the salvation of a
sinful society. God wanted His people to wake ug smell the coffee, and to get
with the program, to borrow some worn-out cliches.

God was, and still is trying to get the attentidntlee world. In the comic
strip Peanuts, Snoopy’s brother Spike, the one who lives in theedg is sitting
with his back against a cactus, writing a letteat teays, “At night the sun goes
down and the stars come out. And then, in the mggrihe sun comes up again. It's
so exciting to live in the desert.”

Ah! We've gotten used to sunrises and sunsets, imggrand evenings, the
moon and the stars. We've gotten used to musiaanfamily and friends, joy and
sorrow. We too easily grow accustomed to the wantleat surround us. Laziness
keeps us from seeing the flashes of glory all adaus) every day.

But God is always trying to get our attention. Ahdt was certainly the case
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when Jesus was on earth. There on the Mount ofsTigamation, God said, “This is
my son, listen to Him. There is transforming powetrhis life and in his words.
Accept him into your hearts by faith, feed uponwgds, listen and obey!”

There, on the mountain, God revealed the gloryisefddn. It was a foretaste
of Easter, when Christ would rise victorious frohe tgrave. Christ who was
crucified on Friday for the sin of the world, woub@ raised on Sunday, for the
forgiveness and salvation of us all. His glory iaded.

On the mountain, God pulled back the skin of himanity, and showed us
His glory. In Jesus, we see God. There has newr Geyone else who has walked
closer to God, or known God'’s thoughts better thasus. He came from Heaven.
He showed us the way. He died in our place to atoneur sins. He rose that we
might live eternally. His glory revealed.

On Wednesday of this week, the Christian commupégins the season of
Lent. Some consider it to be the holiest seasdhefear, as we contemplate what
the crucifixion really means. We, like Jesus didntour faces toward Jerusalem,
knowing that a cross was his final fate. A crued aigly way to die. Jesus knew it
was coming.

But before he faces the cross, Jesus is allowedvisit his glory, there on
the mount of Transfiguration. And so we know, ttheg man who died at the hands
of his enemies was not a martyr. He was not amicRather, he was the loving
God of heaven, who chose to die in our place.

This is the glory of God, that He loved us this muio be willing to die for
us. To this kind of a God, | will give my attenticand my devotion.

On the Mount of Transfiguration - His Glory Revehl&hanks be to God!

Amen!
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