“Becoming a Contagious Christian”
Date: April 3, 2011 Place: Lakewood UMC
Text: Romans 10:8-15; John 4:34-38  Theme: wdings faith sharing
Occasion: IntroducBecoming a Contagious Christian series

Last week we were inspired by the woman at the ,weslo had a
life-changing encounter with the man, Jesus. Assallt of her experience of the
man “who told me everything | ever did,” she rabaadk to town to tell other&§he
was one of the first evangelists. She is an examapédl of the rest of us. Because
we are all expected to share our faith.

Romans 10:14 says, “How can they believe in theadivehom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone pig@ath them?” How easy it
would be to say, “Well, that’s the job of the preac He’s supposed to convert the
unbeliever.” But its not the sole responsibilitytbé person in the pulpit.

We are all called to share our faith. It is alloofr responsibility to tell others
the good news of Jesus Christ. Just like the woamame well.

“But preacher,” you may say, “you don't understahdhaven’t been to
seminary. | haven't been trained. I'm not sure whatsupposed to say. I'm afraid
that | may hurt my friends feelings by talking abeoeligion too much. And what if
they ask questions that | can’t answer? And whatefget into an argument? I'd
really prefer to let somebody else do this “faifasng thing” that you're talking
about.

Believe me, friends, | understand. I've said altladse things myself. But no
matter how often | argue with God, that he shoudi fSomeone else to do this
thing called “witnessing,” God keeps saying to nile, | want you to do it. | need
you. | need you to tell your story. No one else wnyour story, but you.”

And you know what? | believe that God is sayihgt to each one of us. God
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hears our excuses and tells us, “Don’t worry. bd with you. Remember, | need
you!”

Wow! Imagine that. God needs us. God needs usdreshe good news of God’s
love, revealed in Jesus. That kind of blows me atwathink that God needs you
and me.

Now, if we read on in Paul’s letter to the Romalt®®,15, it says, “How can
they preach unless they are sent?” | would adtddbghrase, “and how can they be
sent, unless they are trained? | believe that aandial part of being sent out into
the world to share our faith, is to be traineds Itot fair to ask somebody to do a
job, without training that person how to do it.

Now, it is true that some people have a God-givifirfa evangelism. It just
comes naturally to them. It's their gift. The worsme easily. They're not afraid to
speak out. They speak with enthusiasm and conwiclioseems to be easy for
them. But for most of us, it is not so easy.

We have fears to overcome. We struggle in our mwitis what to say. And
we’re not even sure that want to do this. When wenschurch wemight feel
convinced that all of us are meant to share oitin fa Christ. But walk out that
door, and most of us completely forget about tgllamyone else about our faith in
Jesus.

In two weeks | plan to lead a new study group dalecoming a Contagious
Christian. It's a short, six-week course, designed to helpaverage person in the
pew to become comfortable talking about their faittm hoping that we have a
good turn-out. The sign-up sheet is in the nartliex.hoping that there is such a
demand for this class that I'll have to teach siagand maybe again, | hope.

This morning, though, | simply want to talk about anotivation for sharing
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our faith. Why should we put ourselves in this unéartable position of trying to
talk to other people about religion. Why should push ourselves to get out of our
comfort zones and talk to someone else about otlr ifathe Lord? | have three
good reasons.

The first reason is: we have been blessedhe woman at the well was
accepted unconditionally by Jesus. She had newem breated with that kind of
love and dignity before in her life. She had totglbsomeone. You and I, friends,
have been blessed in so many ways. Our faith, @luaton, our church, answered
prayers, our relationship with God. Our blessingg pverflow. Our cups runneth
over.

When mature Christians have a proper understandingheir spiritual
inheritance, they can't stop themselves from sgllover into other people’s lives.
When you realize all that God has done for youeisud Christ, you can’t help but
want to tell others about it.

One of the most effective ways to develop a cootagifaith, is to stay
mindful of what Christ has done for us. To rememther character of the God
whom we worship. And don’t forget the magnitudeleé miracle, of how God has
transformed strangers, and converted them into aetislaughters of God.

So, one of the best forms of motivation is for yothave a sense of wonder
and gratitude for all that God has done for yowaBé, dear friends, protect your
spiritual inheritance. Work on it. Preserve it @ist. And remember to be grateful
to God for all that He has done for you.

The second motivation for developing a contagiousith, is the honor of
being an agent of God.This comes out of the passage in Acts 1.8, wheses]

said, just before his ascension into Heaven: “Ydureceive power when the Holy
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Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesseserusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

As witnesses for God, we are Go#kan A for his strategy for reaching the
world. He chooses people like you and me to be difiskes-people. And God
doesn’t have &lan B. You and | arePlan A, and there is nd’lan B. God is
counting on you and me to spread the faith of JE$uist.

God has chosen to use your unique persongbty, gifts, your talents,your
personal life story - to reach the people who mdltte most to God, the people who
are lost and have not yet found God'’s love. Godlseents like you, to be out
there in the marketplace to reach lost souls.

| find that to be very motivating, because somedagnt to stand before the
Lord and hear Him say to me, “Well done, good aathful servant of mine. | had
people who desperately needed you. They neededsyory to touch their heart.
They needed your personality, your witness. Thegded your age factor, your
sense of humor, they needed you. | needed yolled fyou with my Holy Spirit
and | commissioned you to be my spokesperson, andvere faithful. Well done.”

The third and final reason that I'll share with you this morning is this:
the reward of leading somebody to Christl guess all | want to say about this
point is this: justone time, haveone person look you in the eye and say, “You
know, | was headed in the wrong direction. | wast lnd God used you to bring
me to himself.”

Just have somebody say, “You know, | needed a ldeedkitness. | needed
someone whose life matched his message, you watr@dhson. Thank you. Thank
you for being contagious with your faith. Thank yfou reaching out to me. Thank

you for helping to answer my questions. Thankspiaiting up with my cynicism.
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Thanks for loving me at a time in my life when |sm& very lovable. Jesus saved
me, but you led me to the cross where | found tasg”

| hope that everyone here has that opportunity, tone in their life. Why
develop a contagious faith? Why share Christ witters? 1. Because we’'ve been
blessed. It's our joy to share the blessing. 2. Wmahonor it is to be an agent for
God, and to have the Lord use us. 3. The rewatdaofing another person to faith

in Jesus Christ. | hope you'll all begin to thinkocait becoming a Contagious

Christian. Amen?
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