“Wonder Bread”
Date: July 1, 2011 Place: Lakewood UMC
Text: Matthew 14:13-21 Theme: God’s alanmak, faith,
service

Occasion: Pentecost 7, year A
A number of years ago, a young Matthew LeSageird gnader, wanted to

do something to help the hungry of his city. Sostated a program called “Hams
for the Hungry.” In its fourth year, Hams for theuhfjry raised $40,000 to
brighten the holiday season for people with limitedources. A third grader! A
third grader.

His story reminds me of another young man, 13 yeltsat the time, who
read about the amazing work being done by Dr. All&ghweitzer, the great
missionary to Africa about 60 or 70 years ago. Tlidsyear old boy wanted to help
Dr. Schweitzer. He had enough money to buy ondebottaspirin. He wrote to the
Air Force and asked if they could fly over Dr. Sdier’'s hospital and drop the
bottle down to him.

A radio station broadcast the story about thisngpfellow’s concern for
helping others. Others responded as well. Eventudle was flown by the
government to Schweitzer's hospital, along with 4tdnas of medical supplies,
worth about $400,000, freely given by thousandgeafple.

Today, of course, this would be worth millionsdufllars in current money
value. When the missionary heard the story, Drwedzer said, “I never thought
one child could do so much.”

Our scripture for today is about the disciples, vdmn’'t have much food to
offer to the crowd. But what they did have, thefeodéd to Christ, and thousands of
hungry people were fed. Look at this story with again, and see what it might

teach us about our faith today.
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Matthew tells us that Jesus had just received whoaitl his cousin John, the
man who had baptized him, had been beheaded aretsbrought into Herod'’s
banquet hall on a platter. Jesus, being a compegsianan, recoiled from the
horror. Jesus needed time to be alone, to dealhustigrief. So, he took a boat to a
deserted place. But when he came ashore, he wasyraeowds who had seen his
destination,
and they had brought their sick for him to heal.

In spite of his own need, Jesus had compassiohese tpeople and he healed
their sick. You and | have been there, haven’'t We. come home from work and
we’'re tired, and there’s a phone call waiting fer Bomeone needs us. Often times,
when we have already given all that we have to,@wether need presents itself.

| have two things to say about this dilemma. Thae going to be times
when we just have to step up and do the righgthewen if we're exhausted, even
if we've already given, even if we feel someoneeethould take care of this
situation. Sometimes God is calling on us to behldisds and feet and voicegven
when we think we don’t have it to give. Jesus shibuethat in this story.

But | also want to say this. Jesus was doing a dgbmd by going off to be
by himself. His plans may have been interrupted, Jasus knew that he needed
time to grieve. He knew that he needed time forskif A lot of Christians don’t
understand this principle, and they give and thigg gnd they give, until one day
there is nothing left to give. So, it's importaattake time - in order to be renewed -
so that wecan give when next we're called upon. Amen? Amen!

Back to our story. Instead of spending the daywamg his spirit, Jesus spent
the day healing the sick. And then evening came.i$éue of food came up. It was

an out of the way place, no fast food joints arqumidat to do? Plus, there were at
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least 5,000 men, not to mention the women and m@mnld“Send them away,”
suggested one disciple. Bu that was not Jesus! pYan feed them,” he said.

What? Is he kidding? The disciples do a quick inwsnof all the food
they've got, and they come up with ..... five smaldves of bread and two dried
fish. That was hardly going to be enough. Of tlia¢y were certain. Jesus said,
“Bring them to me.”

| have two points to my sermon, that | hope yorélinember. Number one -
don’t ever underestimate what it is that you brimghe Lord. Number two - don’t
underestimate what God can do, with what ever ymglHim.

Point number one. Too often Christians doubt thlatwhey have to offer
God is big enough or good enough. Listen to somihede excuses and tell me if
you've said one of these things, or heard somelseesay it:

“We can't do that. It's too hard.” “W don’t have amgh money. Where
would we ever be able to get that much money?” “too old, let some of the
younger people do this.” “I've already done my péis time for somebody else to
get involved.” “This isn’t my gift. | don’t think should get involved.”

When you get underneath all of those excuses, yowkvhat you'll find? A
lack of faith. | mean, if God can create a univevsé of nothing, if God can feed
5,000 plus with just a few loaves and fish, why't@wod do miraculous things with
us? I'll tell you why. God can’t do miracles if va®n'’t offer up the loaves and the
fishes. If we don’t offer what we have, what doegl®ave to work with?

What ministry is God calling the Church to be &t jod, that is bigger than
we are capable of doing on our own? How is God ingnto demonstrate His
amazing power to do the miraculous? | can thinlseferal - Imagine No More

Malaria. Can we wipe out that disease on the centiof Africa by the year 20157
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That's our goal. We can do it, if we all bring doaves and fishes to the Lord.

What about ending world hunger? What about endmgéiessness? These
are huge problems, that alone we can never solue.tdgether we can make a
difference.

But if we sit back and think, my little gift, myttie contribution, my little
effort isn’t going to make a difference, then yowot what. You're right. It won't.
But if you offer yourself, if you offer your gifini faith, God is able to do amazing
things.

And that brings us to point number two. Never uadeémate what God is
able to do with the gift that you bring to Him. Whthe disciples finished serving
everyone, they picked up leftovers, in the amountwelve basketfuls. God not
only provided enough for all to eat and be satisfl@od gave the people more than
they needed.

My friends, when we pray I'm afraid that we undéireate what God is able
and willing to do for us. When we bring our giftsthe Lord, for the Lord to use in
blessing others, | think that we will be amazeavhat God will do. Our God is an
awesome and amazing God. God is gracious and gubavil abundantly supply.
Amen? Amen!

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we sit hereharah this morning 10
million people are threatened by starvation in Sa@neEthiopia and Kenya.
Drought has led to some of the worst hunger sed0igears. Relief agencies are
responding, but the situation is dire. Our helpasded.

There is more than enough food to feed the woHhdtisgry. But we have got
to get past the politics and the corruption and windence. And people need to

respond with compassionate hearts. Do not be diaged. Do not be depressed.
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And also do not feel that you have to solve théjemm by yourself.

Do what you can. Bring your five loaves and twdhfiand watch what God
is able to do. Remember the story of the third graehd Hams for the Hungry.
Remember the 13 year old and his little bottle sfidgn. One person can make a
difference. If not you, then who? If not now, thehen?

God needs our hands to do His work, to care fon#esly. If we have even a

little, five loaves and two fish, we are calledcare. What will you do? Let us pray.
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